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Tuurspay, March 6, 1766.
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LONDON, November 1.
Tothe PrinTer of the Pustic Levcenr.
TFe Daawn is evercafl, the Merning loars
“ind beawvily in Clouds brirgs cn tke Day,

J e Great the Imtcrtant Day,

Big avith the Fate of BRITAIN axp HER
[PROVINCES.
HIS is the fatal Day on which the
Stamp-Duty takes Place in North-
America, and which already bas
given fuch infinite Difcontent at
Bofton, Rhode-Ifland, Conncéticut,
New-York, Philadelphia, Virginia, and Catolina;
ths only knows what will be the Confe-
queRees, udlels the, Wifdom of Government, by
Jenitive Means, prevents them. It is indced an
unhappy Thing to give Difcontert to Fourteen
Provinces, that contain about Three Millions of
oYaL—SYB}

Powerrur Partof this Empire.

That this Day is Big with many Evils,Tet the
! Exchange of London, and all the Manufalturing
| Towns of this Kingdom Teflify : For it is well

Lnown and admitted that the Trade to cur Colo-
nies is reduced within thefe Twelve Months abave
One Half, and that our Colonies are not only cn-
deavouring to make theit own Goods, but are
withdrawing their Affetions from this Country, to
whofe Power they fo lately Gloried, and Contri-
buted.

MARCUS AURELIUS,

To the PrinTeER Of the PusrLic LEDGER,
Leondon, Now. 22, 1765,
N feveral of your late Papers, I have found
the Behaviour of the American Colonies very
feverely cenfured ; and Read, with no litle Dil-
fatisfaétion, a Number of Arguments tending to
inflame the Mother Country againit'the unfortu-
nate Inhabitants of the Plantations, without doing
ficient Juftice to the Nature of their Grievances,
or properly fetting forth the Foundation of their
omplaints.

The great Argument which the Enemies of the
Colonies urge againft the Repeal of the Stamp-
Law, is the Reafonablenefs of their bearing a Patt
in all the Burdens of the Mother Country, fince
the Mother Country has principally incurred thefe
Burdens by exerting Herfelf in their Defence.
The Gentlemen who talk.in this Manner, feem to
think, that the Colonies are a ufelefs Number of
Dependencies, who do not pay a fingle Six-pence
towards the general Welfare; if thefe fagacious
Enquirers would however talk to any Perfon con-
verfant with Trade, they would immediately fee
that One Third at leaft of all the Britih Manu-
faQures, was conftantly purchafed by the Colo-
nies ; and, that of Courfe, the Colonies by that
Purchafe, paid a full Third of all-the Britith
Taxes. Every Body knows that"the numberlefs
Articles id all our various Manufa@ures are all of
them fubje&t to a Duty of fome Kind, and that

|/

this Duty is ultimately paid by the Buyer; when

this is confidered, I fancy few People will be
hardy enough to fay, that the Colonies have been
altogether ufelefs to the Mother Country; and
fewer ftill inclined to affirm, that during the late
War they contributed nothing towards their own
Defence. If of late the Colonies have abated in
“their Demands for Britith Manufa&tures, the Peo-
le of Great Britain may thank themfelves ; the
injudicious Reftrition which the Mother Country
has laid upon the American Commerce, at Length
recoiled upon herfelf; in Order therefore to make
up for tke Lofs,
“ber ownt Avidity, fhe now proceeds to fquecze 2
8upply from the very Vitals of the Colonies ; and
prepares to force that Affitance from her unhappy
-Children, which they formerly poured in with the
* utmoft Alacrity of themfelves
Ay, but fay the Eoemies of America, have not
‘the Colonies been riifed, prote&ed, and eftablifhed
by the Mother Country ! Has not the Mother
Country vpon all (Occafions, flood forth in their
Defence, and has :
treat the Creatures of her.6wn Formation in any

E«E—’FS;—whO-a:chGxLAI.,a_nd__

Manner the thinks fit ? Indeed if the People of
Great Britain intended to ereé fo many Plan:a-

tions of Slaves merely to carry every Burden which

they thought proper to impofe ; if they intended

their Colonies never fhould * know the Blefling of
Freedom ; and defigned they fhould be eternally left

expofed without Property and without Law ; then

it mult be confefled, that the Behaviour of the

Mother Country is perfecly confiftent ; but if at

the original Inftitution of Settlements we had the

leaft Notion of placing the Adventurers upon a

Footing with ourfelves, if we once fuppofed, that

by promoting what we ourfelves loocked upon as

the general Intereft, the Adventurous Part of our

Fellow Subje@s did not forfeit all thér Cl2im to
Liberty as Citizens, and all their Pretenfions to
Equity as Men ; then Candour itfelf mult acknow-

ledge, that the Ufage which they have met of late

is not altogether to be juftified and that itis at

—leall rep o_that exquifite Tendernefs which

the Mother Country afie€ts to cherilh for her um-
happy Children of America.

‘The Writers againft the Colonies make Ufe of
an Argument, which they look upon as utterly un-
anfwerable; If (fay they) the People of the Colo-
nies, are really the good Subjeéts they pretend to
be; they would, inftead of flying to Aés of Vio-
lence, have waited with Patience till the Meeting
of Parliament, and then in the cultomary Man-

which fhe has thus futained thra’

fpe not™of Coutfe 2 ‘Right to;

ner have petitioned for Redrefs. There are many
Writers I find, who run into Affertions without
being acquainted with Fadts. Perhaps One Half
of thefe aworthy Gentlemen who difclaim in fo
popular a Manner againft the unfortunate Colo
nies, never heard that the fent over repeated Peti-
tions, and that thefe Petitions, inftead of being
heard, were continually ordered ro lie upon the
Table. Where a large Body of Subjedls are treat-
ed in this Manner, we may naturally fuppofe, that
a few of them will run into fome Excefs. For
_this Reafon, therefore, inftead of being aftonithed
that fo many Diforders have been committed, |
am furprized at not hearing many more. The
Object in View is no lefs than Liberty, and we
cannot wonder that a People bred up by ourfelves,
have fo natural an Averfion to be Slaves.

"Tis however in the Power of the prefent Miniftry
“to remove all Subjeés of Contention; they have
been called to Power on purpofe to redrefs the
Blunders of their Predeceffors. The Hardfhips
under which the Americans groan are noné of the
Leatt: The Colonies are far from wifhing to be
independant—All they with is to be treated like
Fellow Subjeéts, and like Men; they know very
well, that without the Prote@tion of Great-Britain,
they muft fall a Prey to fome other European Pow-
ers; but they may as well be ruined by any other
Hand, as by that which has been the original
Caufe of their Eftablifiment; and which now fo
unaccountably imagines, that from a Principle of
Gratitude they fhould tamely fubmit to be de-
ftroyed. I am, Sir, &c.

AMERICUS.

To the PrinTER of the PuBLic ADVERTISER.

AVING promifed to fend you my Thoughts

concerning North-America, I fhall begin
with remarking, that thofe who write on that Sub-
je&t obferve, that between 15 and 20 Years the
Inhabitants of a Country are doubled, where there
is Land enoogh to be taken up, and where the Cli-
mate is tolerable good ; now it is evident that the
Confumption..of Manufaftures depends on the
Number of Inhabitants.

The Confumption of Britifh Manufatures in
North-America, from the Cuftom-Houfe Books
for fome Years paft, appears to be about two
Millions Sterling Yearlg, only by the prudent
Schemes of thefe wife Gentlemen itis reduced One
Half for this laft Year ; and if the New Miniftry
do not re&ify their Blanders, it will fink to little

or ndthing, whercas by a proper Attention to what
2 wife Adminiftration may bring the Advantages 4
from North-America, the Advdntages ‘muft be !
immenfe. Let us fuppofe the floweft Increafe of

Inhabitants, that is, that they Dauble every Twen-

’

ty Years, it is evident that Twenty Years hence
the Confumption of Britifh Manufa&ures in North-
America, moft be Foor Millions, if proper En-
couragement be given to oer Settlements there,
and Forty Years hence, that Confumption will be
Eight Millions, and Sixty Years hence Sixteen
Millions, and fo in Proportion ; for hereafter muft
Great Britain be fupported by North-America.

By the fingle Arucle of Naval Stores, we are
Yearly out of Pocket to Ruffia, Sweden, and
Denmark, Seven or Eight Hundred Thoufand
Pounds Yearly, with all thofe, wiz. Iron, Hemp,
Tar, Timber, €. we can be furnithed with from
North-America, and all that Money faved to the
Nation, by its being returned for our Manufac-
tures. We fend to the South of Europe great.Sums
for Raw Silk, Brandy, Wine, &¢. all thefe may
be raifed in Nerth-America, in fhort, by Noth-
America we may be the molt powerful Nation in
Europe, and its Trade is of more Confequerce to
us than all our other Trade together.

But thefe wwije Gentlemen took it into their
Heads to maintain, that the Riches; of Narth-
America was a Lofs to this Country, and therefore
fent Ships of War to prevent their getting any to
fend to their Mother Country in Exchange for what
they wanted ; and after depriving them of a Poffi-
bility of getting Money to pay for Neceflaries,
they very wifely impofed Taxes on them which
they were unable to pay, and by a Method con-
trary to their Charters; fo that they have treated
them in the Way the Children of Ifrael were by
the Egyptians, when they were ordered to make
Bricks without Straw, and very probably it may
have the fame Effect, «iz. toalienate their Affedti-
on from their Mozher Country, and fo deprive it of
its greateft Support, and enflave it to France.

Let us fuppofe the Stamp-Dauties they have im-
pofed could be raifed, it would not raife fo many
"T'houfand Pounds near to the Public, as we rifque
Lofs of Millions, by this Wife and Right-timed
Project. u

1 don't choofe to enter into the Difcaffion of
that Queftion, how far a Britith Parliament may
impofe Taxes on: North-America, I fhall only ob-
ferve, that by their Charters their Affemblies have
the fole Power of impofing Taxes, in the fame
Way as the Houfe of Commons in Ireland have :
And would any Wife Minifter advife bis Majefty
to difpute that Privilege with Iretand, andfo occa-
fion an univerfal Rebellion ? Is it confiftent with
the Juftice or Gcncrzo#«y of the Britifh Nation to
induce the Predeciliors of the Inhabitants of
North America to venture their Lives and Proper-
ties, to fettle in Woods and amongft Savages, and
afier they have, by unfpeakable Dangers and Difi-
culties, got a comfortable Settlement, to take away
the Effeét of thofe very Charters by which they
were induced to fettle there.

By Law all Lands are ori inally in the Crown,
and flow from it to their Subjects, on what Terms
the Crown thinks fit, but after thefe Landsare
granted, it is not in the Power of the Crown to
Tefume thefe Grants; and if the Crown and Par-
liament jointly fhould deprive any Subjet of their
Property or Privileges, it would be unjuft, tho'
that Subje& bad not Power to refift. ¢ .

There are in North-America about 200,000
Men able to carry Arms, and can it be imagined
they will tamely give up a Privilege they derive
from their Anceftors, of Taxing themfelves ?

Infinuations are thrown out by Anti-Sejanus, the
Denélor, and a Parcel of dirty, venal Scribblers,
employed by the late patriotic Minifiry, a3 they
call them, that it is prudent to keep thefe Colonifts
in Sabje@ion, left they forget their Dependance
on their Mother Country ; and of Confequence to
prevent their being too rich.—

Such People’s Way of reafonin§ deferves to be
- defpifed, father than anfwered. Is it not evident
if they arc not rich, they cannot. make os rich?
And as to their Affection to their Mother Country,
it is a patural Paffion in the hurhan Mind, and
they have demonftrated on’ many Occafions that
they have this Paffion in the frongeft Degree.’ All
Ages arc full of Examples of this Truth ;—1I fhall
amongimany, mention one:—Carthage was foun:lci
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